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Mr. Madison Returns as Mentor  

Recently, Shelby High Schoolôs counseling office was left 

unexpectedly empty. Besides not having someone to con-

duct testing, help with college admissions, or talk to stu-

dents in distress, it was also the middle of the year and dif-

ficult for the district to fill a vacancy. Luckily the office lights 

are now back on, and students are grateful to welcome pre-

vious SHS counselor, David Madison, back to the high 

school. Madison said he was the high school counselor 

from 1980-2014, and he volunteered to fill the high school 

counseling position part-time as a mentor,  while the district 

looks for a permanent replacement.  

Starting Monday, October 14, Madison began the new 

school week by introducing himself to all of the students in 

the high school and explaining his provisional role as a 

counselor. Senior, Raven Olson has known Mr. Madison for 

a long time, but she said that her first impression of him as 

a counselor was very positive.  ñHe was very open, warm, 

and friendly, and I was relieved to have a familiar face back 

in the office.ò Madison told students he will arrive at school 

each morning at 7:30 am, and he will be happy for students 

to come and visit with him. 

Originally Madison went to Concordia College and earned a 

degree in History and Political Science with a teaching en-

dorsement. After he received his degree, Madison started 

teaching and coaching wrestling in Kellogg, Idaho. Not long 

after, he began working on his masterôs degree at Montana 

State University to be a school counselor. He explained 

that he made the choice between working every summer, 

or getting a masterôs degree and benefitting from the pay 

scale increase.  

After seven years of teaching in Idaho, he decided to move 
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Photographed above is David Madison, interim  

counselor at SHS.  Mr. Madison said he arranged his 
desk, so students could easily see him at his desk, and 
know when he is available. 
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The Man Beyond the Broom  

If you had to guess which Shelby Public 

Schools employee carved a violin by hand, 

knows how to jam enemy intelligence radio 

frequencies, and owns a farm and ranch, who 

would you guess?  

Shelby High Schoolôs (SHS) Janitor David 

Clark is the correct answer, and he will be re-

tiring on December 15th. Donôt let the broom 

fool you. Clark has a vast knowledge of tech-

nology and electrical maintenance. He is also 

an innovative handyman around the school, 

and students said his and smile will be missed 

around the halls of SHS.  

Although Clark has been working at Shelby 

High School for 20 years, he said ñI only get 

credit for 17 because I worked as a sub for 3 

years.ò  

Clarkôs typical work day starts at 11 am. He 

said that he first checks to make sure there 

are no maintenance issues he needs to attend 

to right away. ñI usually make sure the heat is 

working,ò Clark said. Clark makes sure the 

school is clean, comfortable, and running 
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The 2019-2020 SHS Journalism class poses with David Clark 
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smoothly for the students and staff. 

Throughout his years in Shelby, Clark has made many ac-

quaintances. Eric Tokerud, veteran teacher at SHS, has known 

Clark for ñabout 30 years.ò Tokerud describes Clark as ñvery 

consistent.ò Tokerud says ñif you want to know what is going on, 

ask Dave.ò  Tokerud also said that Clark is ñvery giving of his 

timeò and that he is always there to help the students of SHS as 

much as he can. 

Clark said that his favorite part of his job is working with the stu-

dents. He has often helped with prom, homecoming festivities 

like hallway decorating, and the speech and drama kidsô events. 

What Clark will miss most about his job is: ñworking with the 

kids-- because it's kind of enjoyable to be able to help them ac-

complish what they want to accomplish--because it makes you 

feel needed,ò he said.  

Junior Katie Krutzfield, who has known Clark for four to five 

years said, ñhe is an amazing person, and Iôm glad to know 

him.ò One of her favorite memories gives insight to his sense of 

humor. She said she was in the hallways with a group of stu-

dents talking to Clark, and her friend dropped a piece of paper 

down the stairs, so ñDave went all the way downstairs, put the 

piece of paper in the elevator, and sent it up.ò  

Clark has quite an interesting background, aside from being the 

schoolôs janitor. When Clark first got out of high school, he 

ñworked on the oil rigs, drilling for oil.ò Clark also served in the 

United States Air Force. In the Air Force, Clark did work in Elec-

tronic Counter Majors (ECM), in which he worked jamming ene-

my radar signals. In the time he served in the military, Clark 

said, ñI spent a short time in Germany, but most of my time was 

in California.ò  

As far as hobbies go, Clark said that he doesn't have very much 

free time, but he likes to work with wood and build things. ñI 

carved a violin by hand- no power tools or anything.ò Another 

thing about Clark that most people do not know, is that he owns 

a farm and ranch operation.  He said, ñI bought it in the ó80ôs, 

ó86-ish-- I took over when my parents retired.ò  

The knowledge it takes to keep a schoolôs systems running 

smoothly is abundant, and it has taken Clark years of experi-

ence to acquire the expertise he has today. Clark said ñthe 

hardest thing to learn would be all the systems I work with. I 

know a lot about the electronics part of it, because I worked with 

electronics before.ò  

When Clark retires, he wants to ñspend more time with my kids 

and my grandkids--I want to be able to watch their school pro-

grams.ò Clark has two kids, and three grandkids. 

After years of working at SHS, Clarkôs one piece of advice to 

students is ñbe involved in things, don't be afraid to try some-

thing new-- because itôs a good way to meet new friends, keeps 

you busy, and it's a good way to find things you like that you 

may not know you like.ò  
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In October, the high school had their first band and 

choir concert. The band played two songs and the choir 

sang two songs. The choir songs were ñWhere the Cold 

Wind Blowsò and ñJoshua.ò The Band played ñRoanoke 

Islandò and ñCourage March.ò Allyson Bleecker said 

they practiced every day, and she was happy with the 

performance. Junior Dalton Howell said that he was 

glad the community came to watch and support the 

band and choir.  

Currently they are preparing for the Veteranôs Day Pro-

gram.  Senior Michael Sanchez, said the band and choir 

will be performing ñAmerica the Beautiful.ò  

back to Montana in 1980. 

ñI wanted to be closer to family,ò Madison said.  When he found 

out Shelby Public Schools had a job opening, he said he called 

the superintendent and started his job almost immediately. Madi-

son was the counselor at Shelby High School for 33 years, and 

he retired in 2014.   

Although he hasnôt been back long, Madison said it wasnôt very 

difficult to jump back in, ñthe more things change the more things 

stay the same,ò he reminisced. When Madison first came to 

Shelby High School in 1980, grades 9-12 had 240 students. He 

laughed as he explained to the current students that the halls 

used to be crowded and difficult for students to maneuver during 

the 3 minute passing period in comparison to the roughly 190 

students we currently have in 7-12. 

Madison said he ñfeels happy and joyful to come back.ò In a win-

dow of need, Madison said he wanted to help the school and 

community, so he offered his help to Superintendent Elliott 

Crump. He explained that as a college student, he devised a life 

mission statement: ñTo do the greatest amount of good for the 

greatest amount of people with the gifts that God has given me.ò   

Students at Shelby High School are glad to have Madison here 

to help them this year. Madisonôs grandson Lucas Fretheim, who 

is a senior at Shelby High School, is one of the students who 

said he appreciates the counselorôs assistance: ñI think its super 

helpful, and I believe heôs great at his job.ò Fretheim said that he 

really admires his grandfatherôs integrity and openness: ñHeôll tell 

you straight up what he thinks, and he is always there for you.ò 
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The Lady Coyotes placed 2nd at Districts and are traveling to Wolf 

Point November 7-9 to compete at Divisionals.  If they are successful, 

they will continue on to State Volleyball in Bozeman.  

Coyote Pride!  

Great Job  

Coyote  

Volleyball!  

Band and Choir Updates  


