
The Howl 

Have you thought about what you would like 
to do after graduating high school? Or have 
you felt high school is forcing you into a cer-
tain path? Then take a deeper look at 
TekNoXPo and how events like this will pre-
pare you for your future. 
 
On Thursday October 7, 2021, Thaddeus 
White, the Ag Education teacher, took high 
school students of all ages to Havre for 
Northern’s annual TekNoXpo. The TekNoX-
po is designed to introduce students to all 
Northern has to offer in academics but 
through hands-on experience rather than a 
simple college tour. 
 
While one might think that Science teacher 
Lauri Tokerud and Ag Ed teacher Thaddeus 
White might have different opinions on op-
portunities like this, the truth might shock 
you.  
 
“TeknoXpo is good for kids, not only good 
but great for kids to explore their potential 
careers. A lot of kids feel like they have to 
make a decision but at least an event like 
this can help them eliminate some of the 
thought process or inspire them in a direc-
tion they didn’t know existed,” White said, 
obviously being in extreme favor of these 
experiences.  
 
Surprisingly, Tokerud had almost the exact 
same view on the subject saying, “Events 
like the TekNoXpo are great, I’m taking my 
Med Prep class to Kalispell to look at their 
medical department soon as well. I think it's 
important for kids to look at all the options. 
Vocational Careers are great fields with low 
cost to get your degree and four-year col-
lege also has its pros and cons.”  
 
Both White and Tokerud had almost the ex-
act  thoughts on career exploration and also 
agreed that high school needs to do an even 
better job of showing kids all their options 
and ensuring the vocational path is not for-
gotten.  
 
Senior Taylor Parsons, along with the rest of 
the students who attended were extremely 
excited for the event. “I went to TekNoXpo 
my sophomore year as well and had a great 
time. I learned a lot about Northern and got 
to run some heavy machinery,” Parsons 
said.  
 
So the next time an opportunity like this aris-
es, be sure to think twice before dismissing 
the idea immediately, and attend the 
TekNoXpo or whatever career exploration 
event it may be! 

By: Reese Lee 

Coyotes Explore 

Northern’s TekNoXpo  

By: Kolby Lohr 

On Wednesday, October 13th Shelby 
High School students traveled to the 
Lincoln, MT. The trip included all fresh-
man-seniors as well as most of the high 
school teachers. Students and teachers 
left Shelby at 8:30 and arrived at Lincoln 
approximately around 11:00-
11:15.  Blackfoot Pathways Sculpture in 
the Wild Board President Becky Garland 
met students at the entrance and gave a 
short history of the park. Then, students 
roamed the sculpture exhibits at their 
own pace while they completed their 
guided notes. 
 
Several teachers including Kristi Calvery 
and Megan LaRouqe collaborated to 
plan this field trip since it became an 
idea back in August at their first Teacher 
Professional Development Day. Calvery 
said she wanted to give the students a 
chance to learn outdoors in a tangible 
way. 
 
“I think the confines of Covid-19 re-
strictions last year made this trip im-
portant and memorable.  It was a great 
opportunity for cross-curricular learning, 
and I am thankful we had the chance to 
be exposed interesting ideas and history 
captured by international artists,” she 
said. 
 
There are 14 sculptures with interpretive  
information at each. Sophomore, 
Delaney Clark said her favorite sculpture 
was “The Bridge.”  Other students 
learned new things on route to the 
sculpture park. Junior, Cianna Mellinger 
helped explain the significance of the 
continental divide to other students on 
her bus when her bus pulled over at the 
top of Roger’s Pass for a learning mo-
ment. 
  
Planning a field trip is not a very easy 
task. “In order to coordinate a field trip, a 
teacher has to propose the idea to their 
principal. It also needs approval of the 

superintendent, to make sure we have 
funding,” she also said, “You have to 
know the amount of students and chap-
erones who will be going, to plan for 
lunches and transportation.” In addition, 
the school had to look at how much time 
it would take, and the mileage from Lin-
coln and back. Knowing what she was 
getting herself into Calvery said, “I 
wouldn’t spend the time if I didn’t think it 
was going to be worth our while.” 
 
LaRouqe and Calvery previously made 
a visit to Lincoln this past summer and 
both really enjoyed the scenery and 
overall experience of being outside and 
learning a new way. LaRouqe ex-
pressed her feelings and impression 
about the park. “It was like walking 
through a fairytale,” she said.  She felt 
like all the arts and different construc-
tions made her experience all around 
more exciting and interesting. 
LaRoque's favorite part about the day is 
going to be able to look at all the differ-
ent sculptures. 
 
LaRoque, who is in her second year as 
the art teacher at Shelby High School, 
said "I have always kept a sketchbook, 
since as far back as I can remember, 
and I like to draw what I see. I like to use 
drawing to find a connection to a place, 
to kind of try to see the beauty in the 
landscape, town, etc.” For this park it is 
highlighted as a big deal to the interna-
tional artists, and national geography, as 
it gives much of the cultural and industri-
al heritage of the area.  
 
For the next year, Garland, from the 
board of directors, invited the school to 
come in September when  they have art-
ists visit. Junior, Bryce Lee agreed that 
we should definitely take another all 
school field trip, as he said, “We bond-
ed.”   This is a great opportunity for 
those students in the High School, with 
a new engaging way of learning! 

SHS takes Field Trip to  

Blackfoot Pathways Sculpture in the Wild 



From Oct. 23-31, stu-
dents at Shelby Public 
Schools and students 
nationally are celebrat-
ing an important cause: 
Red Ribbon Week. We 
celebrate this to help 
children know the prob-
lems of drugs, alcohol, 

and tobacco. Red Ribbon Week is very important for both chil-
dren and teens. 
Red Ribbon Week is a drug abuse prevention week that is cele-
brated nationally in late October. Mr. Madison, Shelby High 
School counselor, was teaching when it started, and has been 
teaching since. Mrs. Clark, Shelby Elementary counselor, was 
in school when this started. The Plan for Red Ribbon week in 
Shelby High has not quite been planned yet, but is being dis-
cussed in the student council. Ideas include: competitions, priz-
es, and high school students visiting elementary classrooms. 
 
In 1985, an undercover agent from the Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) was murdered while investigating illegal drug 
dealing. He was tortured for information, and then killed. His 
family and friends started Red Ribbon week as a reminder that 
drugs can influence a person’s life negatively, and learning 
about what they are will help people realize that they are very 
dangerous to everyone, even those who fight against it. 
The goal of Red Ribbon week is “Really trying to move away 
from don’t do this, don’t do this, don’t do this, but focus on what 
positive healthy activities, foods, exercise, being aware of your 
body, and being aware of what dangers drugs, alcohol, and to-
bacco do present to kids and adults.” Clark said. 
Why do we do this? Why is it so important to show the dangers 
of drugs? “Research is real clear, it shows that if you can make 
a public statement about drug free living or sobriety and so 
forth, that when it comes time to use it or not, you'll not use,” 
Madison said. Teaching this is important, and so the Shelby 
High School will be learning and teaching the severity of drugs, 
and how choosing healthy over unhealthy will help you in the 
long run. 

Red Ribbon Week 
By: Penelope Heaton 

The pumpkin patch is a 
yearly event held in Shel-
by. It is run by the commu-
nity garden. The communi-
ty garden board are the 
people who put together 
and manage the event. 
The pumpkin patch is 
based on donations and all 
the donations go to the 
community garden for sup-
plies the garden may need. 
Janelle and her husband 
Kyle Koschmeder started 
the patch about five years 
ago. 
Janelle Koschmeder said 
that they enjoy doing the 
patch because “they love 
to see the kids' smiles.” 
Additionally, she said that 

multiple teachers of SHS help with the patch as well.  
“It opens at different times every year but they shoot for the 
beginning of October,” she said. Koschmeder also said that 
all people should come because it is a fun small town event. 
All the students should come and to encourage others to 
come. 
Student Berlin Larson and her family attended the event. Lar-
son commented that she and her family go every year, they 
make it a family event. Larson said that “there were multiple 
other Shelby high school students”. This year they are using 
their pumpkins for decorations and carving. 

The Community Garden 
Pumpkin Patch 

High School Students Greet Elementary Kids for 

International Walk to School Day 

Wednesday, October 6th is International “Walk to School” Day. The Pep Band played, and the National Honor Society handed out 
granola bars to elementary students as they arrived to school. 

By: Donnie Tronson 

mailto:Janelle.Koschmeder@shelby.k12.mt.us


By: Elena Albergante 

This year, Shelby High School has 3 foreign students! 
They are all from Europe: one is from Germany, and the other 
two are from Italy (Talina Kalkhof from Mӧrfelden-Walldorf, 
Matteo Padroni from Genova and Elena Albergante from Milan). 
They are living an American experience: new family, new town, 
new community, new culture, new language, new school. 
Speaking about school, Italy and Germany have completely dif-
ferent school systems! 
 
In Germany, kids start school at three years old and they may 
attend kindergarten till 6 years old. After that, they attend ele-
mentary school from grades 1 through 4. From the grade 5 to 
grade 11 kids attend middle school and then they go to high 
school till the 13th grade. 
 
According to Kalkhof, a typical day in a German high school 

starts at 8 am and ends at 2 pm. Students have three or four 
subjects every day, and after school they usually work till 5 pm.  
“The American subjects are not so different compared to the 
German ones so it was not so difficult to get used to the new 
school” Kalkhof said. 
The grade system, instead, is completely different: the highest 
grade is 1 and the lowest grade is 6.  
Also, teachers are different, because American teachers are 
more friendly and open-minded. 
The biggest difference that Talina has noticed is the big pres-
ence of school spirit, because in Germany, schools don’t have 
school spirit at all: they don’t have cheerleaders or mascots. 
 
In Italy, kids start school at three years old as well and they may 
attend kindergarten till 5 years old. Then they attend 5 years of 
elementary school, 3 years of middle school and 5 years of high 
school. In Italy there are different types of high schools and you 
can choose your high school based on your interest. These are 
some examples of schools: math school, foreign languages 
school, art school… 
 
A typical day in an Italian high school starts at 8 am and ends at 
2 pm as well. Students have seven or eight classes a day, and 
they don’t have lunch at school because students eat after the 
school is finished. 
The grade system is completely different: the highest grade is 
10 and the lowest is 0. Italian teachers are not friendly at all, 
and normally they don’t want to create a relationship with their 
students. Also, students have to speak a formal language when 
they speak to the teachers. 
Moreover, the Italian high schools don’t have the same school 
spirit of the American ones: no cheerleaders, no mascots, no 
school colors, no school sports and no homecoming! 
 
There is no better or worse school system, they are just differ-
ent. There is nothing right or wrong, it is just nice to learn and 
find out how in other countries they manage the education of 
kids! 

From Europe to Shelby, MT... 

Preparing for college can be very challenging, but with help 
from Shelby High School counselor Dave Madison you can 
accomplish all your goals before college. According to Madi-
son 40-50% of students at Shelby high have the goal of get-
ting a bachelor's degree. During your Junior and Senior year 
students start to prepare more for college whether that's tak-
ing the ACT or completing a required class that will help in 
college.  
A great way to learn about college is the College Fair, juniors 
and seniors attend this every year. Madison said “The college 
fair is just a good place to ask questions of experts about the 
various colleges.” It's a great way to see more schools you 
haven't thought about before and learn more about the edu-
cation they provide. 
 During your sophomore year Madison will give all the sopho-
mores the Pre-ACT to see where they are at, this is a great 
way to help prepare for the state required ACT during junior 
year. As a senior, learning about all the scholarship opportu-
nities is very important. There are 40 local scholarships and 
many others you can apply for, the best way to find scholar-
ships is the Counselor's Corner on the Shelby Public School 
website. Madison stated over 90 percent of college students 
rely on scholarships and FAFSA. Makenzie Faunce said “It's 
all stressful.” According to Faunce she has been applying for 
Scholarships, FAFSA, and to various colleges lately. She has 
also started to save more money to help her financially for 
college 

College can be very stressful. Madison said “There's a lack of 
motivation among college students.”  As a student you need 
to stay motivated to keep up good grades and finish your de-
gree in a reasonable amount of time. College students gener-
ally change their major around 2-3 times. The ASVAB test 
can help identify your strengths and weaknesses which can 
help you find the best major for you. Preparing for college can 
be challenging but with hard work and motivation you can 
achieve anything you desire. 

Juniors and Senior Explore Options for College and Military  

By: Molly Kiefer 



The cheer squad is led by Junior Cianna Mellinger. Mellinger has 
been cheering since the 6th grade. She said the practices are some-
times hard but other times it is fun. She and the rest of the cheer 
squad put in a lot of time and effort into what they do. For many rea-
sons, Mellinger says she loves cheering because she loves dancing, 
cheering, and also loves to see the crowd because seeing the crowd 
gets her “pumped up.”  
On the other hand, senior foreign exchange student Elena Alber-
gante, continues her first year of cheer. They don’t have any cheer-
leading in Italy so this is something different and getting her out of 
her comfort zone. Their routine consists of “stretching, warmup, 
learning new cheers, and then work on things that they have already 
learned to perfect it.” She said she likes it and continues to cheer on 
the Coyotes.  

The Coyote volleyball team is on fire. They have only lost 
one game to a fierce Choteau team. Senior Emma Taylor, 
plays in her 6th year as libero to help the Coyotes go all the 
way. Emma has put in hard work attending a volleyball camp  
and open gym at SHS this summer. The Coyote team is 
bonded very tightly and they love telling “inside jokes”. Em-
ma has two very challenging goals she wants to accomplish 
by the end of the year. Emma’s goals are: “make it to state, 
and get Coach [Lexy Fisher] to run a set of stairs,” she joked.  
Volleyball from middle school to high school is a very big 
leap. Freshman Adele Lamb is trying something different. 
This year she is the Junior Varsity setter. She  said she likes 
it and hopes to get better at it for next year. Her goal is to be-
come a better setter for the next season.  
There seasons are not over yet, and they hope to make it all 
the way to the state tournament in Bozeman to compete and 
cheer.  

Varsity Football Player Trenton Emerson has been playing football 
at Shelby High School for eight years. Emerson plays quarterback 
and receiver. He plans on continuing playing football after high 
school if he gets the opportunity.  

After each game Emerson said that after a win it is more of a cele-
bration and hanging out with teammates, and after a loss it is more 
analyzing about what we need to do for the next game. Emerson's 
favorite play is Montana. Which is a screenplay behind the line of 
scrimmage. A typical practice for the football team is warming up, 
stretching, and then moving to working on individual positions such 
as catching for receivers, and then they come back together to work 
on their plays, first individual then team plays.  

Emerson said that if he was going to give advice to a younger foot-
ball player it would be, “Get in the weight room during the off sea-
sons and play hard all the time.” A positive side to football Emerson 
said is that it is nice to have family outside of your actual family. It’s 
mainly about the connection and bonds between you and the other 
players. Them having your back and you having there's at all 
times.  

JV Player Garret Hendrix has only played football at Shelby High 
School this year. For JV, Hendrix plays right or left guard depending 
on where they need him. To prepare for a game he will start to jam 
out to music and put on his pads and make sure they are comforta-
ble. During the offseason Hendrix says to hit the weight room, do 
some explosive drills, and some speed and agility. Hendrix has 
planned to play football all the way up until he graduates. His favor-
ite play is scrape left. He says that the easiest thing in practice is 
the circle stretch and nothing is really hard, just mainly fun all 
around.  

Cross Country Runner Mason Lamb has only been doing 
high school cross country for one year, but he also did one 
year in junior high. His best time so far this year has been 
22:40. His least favorite course so far this season has 
been Anaconda Hills in Great Falls because he doesn’t 
like the uneven trail. The up hills and down hills are not his 
favorite trails to run. Lamb stated that he likes the new 
coaches because they are very nice and supportive.    

Cross Country Runner Aisha Munson has been doing 
cross country for only one year at Shelby High, but has 
done cross country in Washington since she was in the 
fourth grade. She says that the difference between cross 
country from here to Washington is the size of the teams 
are a lot smaller and there is no varsity qualifying time, 
just a state qualifying time. Munson said, “My favorite 
course this season has probably been Anaconda Hill in 
Great Falls.” Munson’s best time this year has been 28:07 
which she accomplished at the meet in Shelby. She said 
that a typical practice is a lap around the high school and 
elementary school, they then move to dynamics, and then 
a workout that the coach has planned out for them. De-
pending on how much time they have between meets will 
determine how long of a workout the coach will have them 
do at practice somewhere between 3 to 6 miles.  

By: 

Brooklyn Smith  

& Kyle McDermott 


