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Near the end of January, the Shelby City Council members met 
to discuss the issue of cell phone use while driving. The city 
council is tasked with deciding on whether the cell phone ban 
should be enforced. As a part of Jobs for Montana Grads (JMG) 
Civic Engagement group, Kelsyn Lohr, attended the meeting to 
give students a voice in the decision.  
 
In January, the senior JMG class took a survey regarding cell 
phone use while driving. According to Lohr, the survey asked 
questions like, What deterrent would most likely cause you to 
stop using your phone while driving? While Lohr said that she 
personally doesn’t agree with the ban, a $250 fine would cause 
her to think twice about using her phone. 
 
“The cell phone ban was proposed earlier last month [January] to 
make it illegal in Shelby to be on your cell phone; either talking 
on your cell phone or texting and driving.” Lohr also mentioned 
that the council members were very appreciative of the students' 
results. 
 
The City of Shelby has decided that using a cell phone while 
driving is a problem that could put our community at risk. At their 
February meeting, they unanimously voted to put the proposed 
cell phone ban on the ballot for November. 
 
The JMG Class survey allowed students to make comments 
anonymously. One student wrote “I believe a hands-free ordi-
nance should be implemented in Shelby because it will improve 
driver safety and reduce crashes in Shelby along with the state.”  
 
Not every student, however, agrees that the ordinance would be 
necessary. Another student stated on their survey “ I don’t be-
lieve that hands free ordinance should be implemented in Shelby 
because it would cause kids to be more secretive, and I don’t be-
lieve this will stop them.” 
 
The survey showed that of the 30 SHS JMG students, who rep-
resent  the majority of the senior class, 60 percent of students 
voted for a cell phone ban and 40 percent disagreed with the cell 
phone ban.  
 

City Council members are leaving the decision of the matter up 
to the people who live in the City of Shelby. The students of JMG 
also believed the residents of Shelby should vote on the matter 
and not the City Council as there are valid reasons on both 
sides.   

Seniors Weigh in on City Cell Phone Ban 
By Laith Benhamou and Maura Barnes 

Student Resource Officer Supports SHS 
By Maura Barnes and Laith Benhammou  

Recently, Shelby Public Schools obtained a new Student Re-
source Officer (SRO): Deputy Jared Anderson. Anderson has 
been working as the SRO officer for a year already on a part-
time basis, but he hopes to be at the school more consistently 
starting in April.  
 

This is Shelby’s first SRO in a few years. According to Ander-
son, the position is paid for by the Toole County Sheriff’s De-
partment and the school works in collaboration with the sheriff’s 
department for the benefit of the students and school.  
 

Surprisingly, Deputy Anderson has only been in law enforce-
ment for a year and half.  In earlier years before becoming a 
deputy, he said he lived in southern California and traveled to 
30 states inspecting Domino’s locations.  He moved to Montana 
a few years ago, and he spent a year as a beekeeper while he 
was transitioning.  
 

This summer, Deputy Anderson plans to go to SRO school in 
Bozeman; he said he has heard it will be harder than the normal 
law enforcement academy.  
 
Before fully settling into the SRO position full-time, Anderson 
said he has been at Shelby Junior High and High School on 
Wednesdays getting to know the students. Officer Anderson of-
ten eats lunch with students and has been building relation-
ships. 
 

Students have noticed the new SRO, and they have commented 
about having his presence at the school. Senior, Tyler Larson’s 

first impression of Deputy Anderson was a positive one. “I 
thought he was a cool guy,” he said.  Larson also mentioned 
that when a school has an SRO students should always feel 
safe with them around. He believes that in some cases an SRO 
would be necessary in case there are any instances of “rouge 
students.”  
 

Deputy Anderson has a bachelor's degree in criminal justice. He 
decided to pursue a job in law enforcement and work towards 
being a SRO because he “is excited to make a positive impact 
on someone’s life,” he said.  Anderson said he has two brothers, 
and one of them is also in law enforcement-- he is a Sergeant 
Sheriff in California.  
 
Anderson is married, and he has four pets. “I have a chocolate 
lab, a chihuahua, and two cats,” he stated.  
 

Kyle Fisher, the principal at Shelby Junior and Senior High, said 
“I think any school having an SRO makes it safer, anytime the 
school has a partnership with law enforcement. It's a good thing 
for school districts.”  
 

He also stated intermingling students with law enforcement is a 
good way to lessen the stigma. “Often times people are nervous 
or scared around law enforcement and to get kids acquainted 
and to build relationships with law enforcement is a good thing.”  
 

Beyond the concept of the position, Fisher said Anderson is a 
“very nice guy with high energy, so I think he will be great to 
work with our students.” 



On February 1, of 2020, the Shelby High School (SHS) Speech and 
Drama team attended the state competition. Two seniors, Michael 
Sanchez and Lucas Fretheim, placed third at the state competition, 
and Jazzmyn Ewing placed eighth.  

Michael Sanchez has been participating in speech and drama all four 
years of his high school career. He says that speech and drama has 
taught him how to “memorize things quickly,” and how to wake up ear-
ly, because their days “always start at like 5 o’clock,” Sanchez said.  

Sanchez said that their hardest opponent all year was groups from 
Simms and Chinook. Speech and drama participants take a lot of time 
and effort to memorize their pieces, as Sanchez said that they spend 
about three months on their piece. Sanchez described speech and 
drama competitions as “a lot of sitting and waiting,” and that there are 
three rounds.  

The event that Sanchez and Fretheim participated in was Humorous 
Duo. Their piece was titled, “Open to Interpretation;” “it was like Han-
sel and Gretel, and we explained in it how it can be open to interpreta-
tion and can have multiple story lines off of the same story,” said 
Sanchez.  

“We basically performed Hansel and Gretel five different times, but 
each time was a different genre like a soap opera, a murder mystery, 
stuff like that,” Fretheim explained. Sanchez said that they chose the 
piece because it was funny, and they felt it could be a state winner. 

 
Fretheim, the other half of the humorous duo, has participated in 
speech and drama since his junior year. Fretheim stated that speech 
and drama has taught him patience, how to present himself in front of 

large groups of 
people, and “how 
to think under 
pressure.” “The 
hardest thing 
about speech and 
drama is trying to 
find something 
that sets you 
apart,” Fretheim 
says.  

The SHS speech 
and drama team 
is coached by 
Jodie Aklestad 
and Rikki Bleeck-
er, with an addi-
tion to an assis-
tant coach, Tan-
ner Dean. Dean 
shared with us his 
favorite thing 
about being a 

Speech and Drama coach: “I would say getting to see kids in a place 
where they can be themselves, and just have a creative outlet is 
something that is super special,” said Dean. Impressively, he shared 
that “Everyone we took to state made semi finals, which is top fourteen 
in the state.” 

Shelby Coyotes Compete at State Speech & Drama  

By Jordan Cliver 

So far in the season, the Shelby High School boys basketball 
team is playing well. Their conference record is 9-2 according to 
Athletic Director Mr. “Mike” White.  

The seniors on the team stated that so far their senior season 
has gone great, and they love being able to play with friends. 
Tanner Parsons said that his best memory was “playing in the 
divisional third place game last year.”  

Tanner Parsons has not always gone to school at Shelby High 
School. According to Tanner Parsons, switching schools “was 
nerve racking, it was hard having to learn a whole new school 
system, but the people made it easier.”  

Another senior on the team is Tanner Watson. Watson stated 
“the season has gone great so far, and I love being a leader and 
helping the team come together.”  

Mr. Mike White, who is the assistant coach for the team said, 
“there is a fun energetic attitude.” He said that his favorite 
memory was “watching the boys push boards for conditioning.” 
White stated that every year the team dynamics are different: last 
year's seniors were more laid back, and this year's seniors are 
outgoing and talkative.” All of the players and coaches are very 
excited to see how they do in tournaments. 

District tournaments went well for both the basketball teams. 
They were both in the championship in Cut Bank and placed sec-
ond, and divisional tournaments went well in Malta for the boys, 
as they took second and are going to state in Butte.  The girls di-
visional tournaments are this week in Shelby. Best of Luck!  

The 2019- 2020 girls basketball team is looking very good this 
year. They are ranked first in their district. This season six of 
the girls are seniors which is the majority of the team. These 
girls have been playing together since they were in middle 
school, and are looking to end their last season on a great 
note! The seniors said this year was different than previous 
years. Kendall Anderson said that “the coaching staff has 
pushed us harder.” Rachel Hould also said “ we are working 
better as a team.”  
 

When asked what their favorite part of the season was, they 
all said that the best part was playing and spending time with 
all of each other. Over all the career’s games that they played 
most of the girls have a variety of favorite teams to play. Ken-
dall Anderson's favorite team to play is Choteau because 
“they are rivals and are fun to beat,” Brielle Aklested said Har-
lem, Bailey Johnson said Fairfield, Brook Luly favorite team to 
play is Fairfield because “ the challenge of playing them and 
the feeling when we beat them.”   
 
The coaches of the girls this season are Mac McDermott, 
Ryan McDermott, Tracy Richman, and Kari Underdal. Bailey 
Johnson said that something she learned over this season 
was “I learned this season that teamwork is needed to be suc-
cessful.” 
 

Over the girl’s career every one of them has had to face chal-
lenges, whether it was injuries or issues on the court. Brielle 
Aklestad had one of the most serious injuries with tearing her 
ACL. Bailey Johnson had issues with spraining ankles. Brook 
Luly has also had issues with hurting her ankles. Kendall An-
derson challenged that she has faced turning over the basket-
ball. Regardless, they have been able to overcome these 
challenges for a successful season.  
 

The lady coyotes are excited for tournaments over the next 
couple weeks. Districts will be in Cut Bank on February 20-22. 
Divsionals will be in Shelby March 5-7 and state will be in 
Butte on March 12-14. Bailey Johnson stated that their goals 
for the tournaments is “ making it to state.” 

Coyotes Head to Tournaments With Tenacity  
By Jori Clary By Trenton Emerson 


