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The 2021 class held school elections in September, and the 

officers are now set in stone for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Jackson Appley was elected President, and Logan Leck elect-

ed Vice President.  

Elections were different this year thanks to Covid-19 and cam-

paigns were submitted digitally through an app called Flipgrid. 

Mrs. Sanna Clark, student council advisor, ran elections this 

year and worked with flipgrid; although, she wishes that elec-

tions this year could have imitated actual government elections. 

Appley argued the same, he stated that: “a public speech in 

person would be a better way to understand the candidate’s 

leadership abilities.” 

Appley described himself as having “good communication, in-

tegrity, and influence” and Leck described himself as being 

“driven, conscientious, and confident.” Both expressed their 

plans to make this a great year despite the strict guidelines put 

in place by the health department and school faculty. They 

hope to plan many fun events and activities as the year goes 

on.  

To truly make this a remarkable year, Appley wants the stu-

dents of Shelby to know that, as the President, he will listen to 

their questions and suggestions. Additionally, Leck wants them 

to remember: “Let’s not make it a good day to be a coyote, let’s 

make it a good year to be a coyote.” 

The school elections hit a bump in the road with the students’ 

lack of interest to run for office this year. Clark believes that the 

format of running was part of the problem, many students re-

fused to run because they were uncomfortable making a cam-

paign video. 

In response, Clark said “the move to online and remote inter-

views and meetings won't end even when the pandemic does, 

so I think that becoming comfortable in front of a camera is a 

skill we need to keep working on.” and wants students to re-

member that “it's important for leaders to step out of their com-

fort zones and try something new.”  

Mrs. Clark believes that the current Officers will be great lead-
ers that will be hardworking and will make this a fantastic year, 
but also emphasizes that the whole is greater than the sum of 
its parts. She states that “Students working together are strong-
er than the individuals themselves.” 

Virtual school elections results in less participation 

By: Jahna Welker 

On November 11th, Americans all over the coun-

try celebrate Veterans Day. This year, Shelby 

High celebrated with a video and gifts for the vet-

erans of the community. Kelli Lohr, owner of Prai-

rie Peddler said, “We served all veterans who 

came in a free cup of coffee and a cinnamon roll 

donated by TLC for Veterans Day. We feel it’s 

important to recognize our local veterans who 

have sacrificed to keep our country safe.”  

In the past, Shelby Schools held an assembly, 

but due to Covid-19, that wasn’t possible this 

year, said Clark.   

The student council worked tirelessly on plans to 

honor local veterans while keeping them safe. 

Student council advisor, Sanna Clark, held video 

conferences to determine different ways the stu-

dent body could accomplish this. They created a 

video in which student body president Jackson 

Appley gave a short speech about what Veterans 

Day is, and why it is so important.  

Appley said, “While I was upset we couldn’t hon-

or the veterans in our community as we usually 

do, I knew the pandemic would put some at risk. 

It’s important we remember veterans and Veter-

ans Day because it is the best way to honor what 

each and every veteran gave up so we can live 

our lives.” Everyone watched the video in their 

second period class at 11 am on November, 11th 

which included almost all of the usual Veteran’s 

Day festivities.  

This year, the theme for the VFW essay was, “Is 

this the country the founders envisioned?” Shelby 

High School English teacher, Kristi Calvery said, 

students were asked to write essays on the VFW 

theme topic using primary sources. This year the 

English and History classes collaborated to make 

the essay more meaningful. Students were given 

the choice to submit their essays to the VFW for 

a chance to win scholarship money.  

Prizes for VFW winners vary depending on the 

level of competition. According to the Montana 
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Student Cartoonist Kyle Welker satirizes life in learning pods due to Covid.  

VFW website, “The national first-place winner receives a $30,000 scholarship 

paid directly to the recipient's American university, college, or vocational/

technical school. Other national scholarships range from $1,000 - $16,000, 

and the first-place winner from each (State) VFW Department wins an all-

expense-paid trip to Washington D.C.”  

After the essays were turned in, VFW Commander Fred Beach announced 

that Delaney Clark took 3
rd 

place, Kolten Henke took 2
nd

, and Kolby Lohr fin-

ished in 1
st
 place. Lohr won a cash prize of about $200 cash for taking 1

st
 

place in the school.  

The Patriot's Pen is an essay written by 7th and 8th grade students of Shel-

by. This year's topic was "What is Patriotism to You". Sherry Cullen, from the 

VFW 2482 Auxiliary Post said there were 28 essays that were submitted. 

She congratulated all participants and handed awards and cash prizes to the 

winners.  Third place went to James Knickerbocker, second to Nathan Benja-

min, and finally first place went to Calista Calvary. Special thanks to the VFW 

and veterans who have fought for America’s freedom and safety. 

In Appley’s speech to the student body, he reminded students of the history 
of Veteran’s day. He explained that November 11, 1919 is a day to be re-
membered. The very first anniversary of the end of World War I. Known by 
many as the war to end all wars. It may not have ended all the wars but it in-
spired the people of our country to pave the future of America towards the 
footsteps of peace. Before it was called veterans day it was discerned as ar-
mistice day, until 1954 after the Korean war. After 100 years we show our 
appreciation to the great heroes of America. The ones still standing on the 
frontlines and the ones taking their well-deserved rest. A day not only to hon-
or our country men, but to also stand with them to defend the freedom they 

fought for. 

The Patriot’s Pen Essay theme this year: 

What is Patriotism to you? 

First Place: Calista Calvery 

Second Place: James Knickerbocker (absent for photo-

graph) 

Third Place: Nathan Benjamin 
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Covid-19 has impacted teachers and students, especially music class. Shelby 
music teachers Ron Gruber and Kristen Cruze said their classes have drastically 
changed to keep students safe..  

Ms. Cruze said her classes have been largely impacted, as health officials 
recommended that singing and playing musical instruments be eliminated as it could 
actively spread Covid.  As a result, she has found new ways to fill the period. Stu-
dents have been learning sign language and learning about composers.  

Mr. Gruber's classes focus on Music Appreciation, and he sees different co-
horts of students grades 6-10. According to Gruber he has not taught a class like 
this in over 18 years. “Personally this has given me a different workload, more pa-
perwork and less time selecting and learning music. I am having to spend more time 
finding new lessons that will teach my classes different aspects of music,”Gruber 
said.  
“Mr. Gruber and I have been doing our best to collaborate and have similar teaching 
materials. Right now we are both teaching music history and theory. It's been a chal-
lenge teaching in this new format, but we both have adapted as best as we can” 
Cruze explained. An example of this, is when Cruze had the middle school students 
have created their own fake interviews with composers from the past.  

Mr. Gruber explained that he is only teaching the High School band as an en-
semble period in the morning before school. However, he said that a large number 
of students have decided to not participate in the zero period due to the early class 
time. The students who are enrolled in band, started the school year working on 
drumline basics, Gruber said.  The group played their first songs at the homecoming 
Pep rally, and he said he hopes this group will continue to perform throughout the 
school year.  

 Gruber said that when the personal protection equipment (recommended by 
the National Association for Music Education) arrives, they will return to playing wind 
instruments during class. 

 COVID’S Impact on Music Classes 

Shelby High School drumline performs at 

homecoming pep rally.  

By Kyle Peltier 



Coyote Fall Sports RECAP 

Jahna Welker 

Participating in State Cross 

Country 

The Shelby volleyball team finished 

third at divisionals. They put up a good 

fight against Fairfield in the match to 

decide who went to state, but lost 1 set 

to 3. The lady Coyotes had a great 

season, even with losing players, 

injuries, and dealing with Covid-

restrictions. Shelby senior player Adria 

Lamb said, “The season was one of my 

favorite seasons that I’ve had 

throughout high school. I love the girls 

on the team. We were always laughing, 

and all of us were so close with each 

other. I’m so proud of us for blowing 

people’s expectations of us out of the 

water, too. We achieved more than 

most people thought we would.”  

The Shelby Coyotes football team 

travelled to Scobey for a semifinal 

game against the Spartans. 

Unfortunately their season was cut 

short in a close game after a hard 

fought game and season. The Coyotes 

lost just one game during their season.  



 

HOMECOMING 2020 


