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Mr. Madison Returns as Mentor 

Recently, Shelby High School’s counseling office was left 

unexpectedly empty. Besides not having someone to con-

duct testing, help with college admissions, or talk to stu-

dents in distress, it was also the middle of the year and dif-

ficult for the district to fill a vacancy. Luckily the office lights 

are now back on, and students are grateful to welcome pre-

vious SHS counselor, David Madison, back to the high 

school. Madison said he was the high school counselor 

from 1980-2014, and he volunteered to fill the high school 

counseling position part-time as a mentor,  while the district 

looks for a permanent replacement.  

Starting Monday, October 14, Madison began the new 

school week by introducing himself to all of the students in 

the high school and explaining his provisional role as a 

counselor. Senior, Raven Olson has known Mr. Madison for 

a long time, but she said that her first impression of him as 

a counselor was very positive.  “He was very open, warm, 

and friendly, and I was relieved to have a familiar face back 

in the office.” Madison told students he will arrive at school 

each morning at 7:30 am, and he will be happy for students 

to come and visit with him. 

Originally Madison went to Concordia College and earned a 

degree in History and Political Science with a teaching en-

dorsement. After he received his degree, Madison started 

teaching and coaching wrestling in Kellogg, Idaho. Not long 

after, he began working on his master’s degree at Montana 

State University to be a school counselor. He explained 

that he made the choice between working every summer, 

or getting a master’s degree and benefitting from the pay 

scale increase.  

After seven years of teaching in Idaho, he decided to move 

By: Robert Thorton and the SHS Journalism Class  

Photographed above is David Madison, interim  

counselor at SHS.  Mr. Madison said he arranged his 
desk, so students could easily see him at his desk, and 
know when he is available. 

By: Jordan Cliver and Jordyn Kruty 

The Man Beyond the Broom 

If you had to guess which Shelby Public 

Schools employee carved a violin by hand, 

knows how to jam enemy intelligence radio 

frequencies, and owns a farm and ranch, who 

would you guess?  

Shelby High School’s (SHS) Janitor David 

Clark is the correct answer, and he will be re-

tiring on December 15th. Don’t let the broom 

fool you. Clark has a vast knowledge of tech-

nology and electrical maintenance. He is also 

an innovative handyman around the school, 

and students said his and smile will be missed 

around the halls of SHS.  

Although Clark has been working at Shelby 

High School for 20 years, he said “I only get 

credit for 17 because I worked as a sub for 3 

years.”  

Clark’s typical work day starts at 11 am. He 

said that he first checks to make sure there 

are no maintenance issues he needs to attend 

to right away. “I usually make sure the heat is 

working,” Clark said. Clark makes sure the 

school is clean, comfortable, and running 

(Story continues on page 2) 

The 2019-2020 SHS Journalism class poses with David Clark 

(Story continues on page 2) 



smoothly for the students and staff. 

Throughout his years in Shelby, Clark has made many ac-

quaintances. Eric Tokerud, veteran teacher at SHS, has known 

Clark for “about 30 years.” Tokerud describes Clark as “very 

consistent.” Tokerud says “if you want to know what is going on, 

ask Dave.”  Tokerud also said that Clark is “very giving of his 

time” and that he is always there to help the students of SHS as 

much as he can. 

Clark said that his favorite part of his job is working with the stu-

dents. He has often helped with prom, homecoming festivities 

like hallway decorating, and the speech and drama kids’ events. 

What Clark will miss most about his job is: “working with the 

kids-- because it's kind of enjoyable to be able to help them ac-

complish what they want to accomplish--because it makes you 

feel needed,” he said.  

Junior Katie Krutzfield, who has known Clark for four to five 

years said, “he is an amazing person, and I’m glad to know 

him.” One of her favorite memories gives insight to his sense of 

humor. She said she was in the hallways with a group of stu-

dents talking to Clark, and her friend dropped a piece of paper 

down the stairs, so “Dave went all the way downstairs, put the 

piece of paper in the elevator, and sent it up.”  

Clark has quite an interesting background, aside from being the 

school’s janitor. When Clark first got out of high school, he 

“worked on the oil rigs, drilling for oil.” Clark also served in the 

United States Air Force. In the Air Force, Clark did work in Elec-

tronic Counter Majors (ECM), in which he worked jamming ene-

my radar signals. In the time he served in the military, Clark 

said, “I spent a short time in Germany, but most of my time was 

in California.”  

As far as hobbies go, Clark said that he doesn't have very much 

free time, but he likes to work with wood and build things. “I 

carved a violin by hand- no power tools or anything.” Another 

thing about Clark that most people do not know, is that he owns 

a farm and ranch operation.  He said, “I bought it in the ‘80’s, 

‘86-ish-- I took over when my parents retired.”  

The knowledge it takes to keep a school’s systems running 

smoothly is abundant, and it has taken Clark years of experi-

ence to acquire the expertise he has today. Clark said “the 

hardest thing to learn would be all the systems I work with. I 

know a lot about the electronics part of it, because I worked with 

electronics before.”  

When Clark retires, he wants to “spend more time with my kids 

and my grandkids--I want to be able to watch their school pro-

grams.” Clark has two kids, and three grandkids. 

After years of working at SHS, Clark’s one piece of advice to 

students is “be involved in things, don't be afraid to try some-

thing new-- because it’s a good way to meet new friends, keeps 

you busy, and it's a good way to find things you like that you 

may not know you like.”  

(The Man Behind the Broom Continued from  page 1) 

In October, the high school had their first band and 

choir concert. The band played two songs and the choir 

sang two songs. The choir songs were “Where the Cold 

Wind Blows” and “Joshua.” The Band played “Roanoke 

Island” and “Courage March.” Allyson Bleecker said 

they practiced every day, and she was happy with the 

performance. Junior Dalton Howell said that he was 

glad the community came to watch and support the 

band and choir.  

Currently they are preparing for the Veteran’s Day Pro-

gram.  Senior Michael Sanchez, said the band and choir 

will be performing “America the Beautiful.”  

back to Montana in 1980. 

“I wanted to be closer to family,” Madison said.  When he found 

out Shelby Public Schools had a job opening, he said he called 

the superintendent and started his job almost immediately. Madi-

son was the counselor at Shelby High School for 33 years, and 

he retired in 2014.   

Although he hasn’t been back long, Madison said it wasn’t very 

difficult to jump back in, “the more things change the more things 

stay the same,” he reminisced. When Madison first came to 

Shelby High School in 1980, grades 9-12 had 240 students. He 

laughed as he explained to the current students that the halls 

used to be crowded and difficult for students to maneuver during 

the 3 minute passing period in comparison to the roughly 190 

students we currently have in 7-12. 

Madison said he “feels happy and joyful to come back.” In a win-

dow of need, Madison said he wanted to help the school and 

community, so he offered his help to Superintendent Elliott 

Crump. He explained that as a college student, he devised a life 

mission statement: “To do the greatest amount of good for the 

greatest amount of people with the gifts that God has given me.”   

Students at Shelby High School are glad to have Madison here 

to help them this year. Madison’s grandson Lucas Fretheim, who 

is a senior at Shelby High School, is one of the students who 

said he appreciates the counselor’s assistance: “I think its super 

helpful, and I believe he’s great at his job.” Fretheim said that he 

really admires his grandfather’s integrity and openness: “He’ll tell 

you straight up what he thinks, and he is always there for you.” 

 

(Mr. Madison Returns as Mentor Continued from page 1) 

The Lady Coyotes placed 2nd at Districts and are traveling to Wolf 

Point November 7-9 to compete at Divisionals.  If they are successful, 

they will continue on to State Volleyball in Bozeman.  

Coyote Pride! 

Great Job  

Coyote  

Volleyball! 

Band and Choir Updates 



The student council organized the theme and dress up days 

this year for Red Ribbon Week. The main focus was to encour-

age students not to text and drive and to make positive choices 

regarding drugs and alcohol. The activities included dress up 

days, high school visits to the elementary, and artwork.  

This year we focused on the little kids and taught them about 

not doing drugs and what they do to you” said junior Adria 

Lamb. The focus of this week about texting and driving was a 

result of the Montana Youth Risk Behavior survey. The survey 

taken in the spring of 2019 showed statistically that 59.2% of 

Shelby High School students have texted or emailed while driv-

ing a car. The visit with the elementary students will hopefully 

bring awareness of what might happen if students choose to 

text and drive. 

This year the theme days were decided by the student council 

(Monday: Wear red, Tuesday: team up against drugs and wear 

your favorite team, Wednesday: Wear rainbow, Thursday: 

Dress as a superhero, and Friday: Coyote Colors). All of the 

themes were to help prevent the students from texting and driv-

ing. “I didn’t dress up every day but I did the days I could,” said 

freshman Caiden Moench. Junior Chase Evans said that he 

wore red on Monday to support Red Ribbon week.  Freshman 

Annaliese Hagood said, “I wore my Griz sweatshirt on team 

Tuesday.”  

“The high school and middle school students went to the ele-

mentary school one of the days to talk to elementary students 

about texting and driving,” said senior Kelsyn Lohr. The ele-

mentary students drew pictures to show high school students. 

The pictures were about what could happen when people text 

and drive.  

Junior Jackson Appley said he visited Mrs. White’s third grade 

class. His favorite picture was of a kid in the middle of the 

street with their dog and a car coming towards them, he said 

the high school students made an impact on the little kids. 

“They were excited to talk to us,” Appley said. Overall the week 

was about making good decisions and being a good role mod-

el.   

Red Ribbon Week Focuses on Safe Driving Habits 
By: Shelbee Correa and Bryce Lee 

Senior Lucas Fretheim has competed in Cross Country all four 

years he was at Shelby High School. He said at meets he runs 

a 5k, which is about 3.1 miles. Recently, he was disappointed, 

as he fractured his ankle and could not complete at the state 

meet. However, he still went to watch and cheer on his team-

mates.  

Fretheim said the reason he chose the sport is based on his 

body type. “I’m a really tall person with long legs and I thought 

that cross country would be the best sport for me,” he said.  

In order to train, Fretheim said he spends time running. “A typi-

cal practice for me is starting at the school and running up 

across the viaduct and up to the swimming pool. We would run 

back to the school and then run around four 400 meters on the 

track or on the lawn,” he said. 

Being outdoors, the thrill of running, and staying in shape are 

all benefits of the sport. Fretheim said his favorite part of Cross 

Country is setting goals to challenge him.  “I like that you are 

racing against yourself. I also like the people that you meet 

while you are running,” he said. He said he encourages others 

to try the sport. 

Photograph above of the Cross Country Team State send off.  

Fretheim Competes Four 

Years in Cross Country 

By: Abigale Abbott and SHS Journalism Class 



Toole County Health Department Brings  

Vaping Assembly to Shelby High School  
By:  Shelbee Correa and Makenzie Faunce  

AG Science: Tanner 

Parsons 

Science: Taye Pane 

English Bryant Mertz 

Music: Jori Clary 

Physical Education: 

Molly Keifer 

Business Education: 

Caiden Moench 

Social Studies: Annie 

Hagood 

Art: Emily Knight 

Math: Melanie Van Heel 

 

Paws Students:  

Best Peer 

Vaping is becoming more prevalent among today's young adults 

and teens resulting in questions and concerns. Toole County 

Health Nurse Rikki James, said there is an alarming increase in 

high school students who indicate they are using electronic vap-

ing products. According the Montana Youth Behavior Survey, 

over 50 percent of teens have tried an electronic vaping product. 

This statistic prompted the health department to invite Kris Mi-

nard from the Office of Public Instruction to Shelby High School 

to present some research regarding the health concerns with 

vaping products. 

Trends on the Montana Youth Behavior Survey show an in-

crease in the students who have tried vaping; specifically, 58.7 

percent of high school students surveyed in the state have tried 

an electronic vaping product. While the percentage of Shelby 

students who said they have tried vaping is 51.1 percent, a 

small percentage lower than the state, but this upward trend is 

alarming to schools and  health professionals like James.  

In a follow up informal anonymous survey given by the SHS 

journalism class to all the high school students, students who 

have tried vaping said they vape because they liked the flavor or 

thought it was cool.  Another question posed on the survey was: 

How do students under 18 get the vaping products? One survey 

said, “A lot of the kids under eighteen get their Juuls and  elec-

tronic vapes from their parents if they don’t care, or you find 

someone who’s eighteen because the older kids want to make 

money.”  

Unfortunately, The high students who took part in the survey 

said they now know when they vape it kills their lungs, but they 

also acknowledged that they had some misconceptions. A few 

students thought it contained no nicotine and the vapor didn’t do 

anything to your body before they listened to Minard at the as-

sembly. 

Kris Minard’s presentation included testimonials from students 

nationally who were or are addicted to vaping. The nicotine ad-

diction caused concentration problems, as well as problems 

breathing. She also indicated that there have been cases of 

vapes blowing up in and giving people burns. The Toole County 

Health Department said the feedback they received from several 

individuals was they thought Minard did a great job. James said 

students commented “They didn’t realize the marketing makes 

people believe vaping is safer when it’s actually deadly not saf-

er.”  She also said that a memorable part of the presentation in-

cluded a metaphor: “If you remember her [Kris Minard’s] slide, 

about whether you jump out of a 40 foot building or a 20 foot 

building, the impact is still going to be the same.” Whether 

someone smokes or vapes, they both are harmful.  

Recently, there was a lawsuit regarding Steve Bullock’s ban on 

flavored vaping products.  The disagreement between tobacco 

companies and the government agencies is certain to continue, 

and it will be interesting to see what federal regulations will be 

implemented on electronic vaping products in the days ahead. 

The Graph above  is part of the Montana Youth Behavior Survey statistics from 2019.  The  Montana Office 

of Public Instruction has more data and results on their web page if you would like to explore more.  


